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Putting big, scary tariff numbers into context 

Well, that escalated quickly 
Under Section 301 (unfair trade practices), the US has increased the scope of its tariffs from 
$50bn to $250bn worth of Chinese imports (roughly half of the total imports from China). 
While the rate on the latest round of tariffs starts at 10%, it is set to rise to 25% in January. 
All else equal, the total cost of 25% on $250bn represents about 0.44% of China’s GDP. But 
all else is not equal. Whether by policy or by market forces, China's currency has 
depreciated by 9% since the February high. 

US Dollar per Chinese Yuan exchange rate year-to-date 

 
Source: Bloomberg 

 

As a result, the net cumulative increase in the price of Chinese goods is closer to 14% 
rather than 25% (more than a 40% haircut). While still significant, the net cost as a percent 
of China's GDP falls from 0.44% to 0.25%. 
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Cost of Section 301 tariffs as a % of China GDP 

Gross impact Adj for FX 

Previous 25% tariffs on 

$50bn of Chinese imports 0.09%     0.05%
 

 

Including 25% tariffs 

on additional $200bn 0.44% 0.25% 

 

 
Previous cost of tariffs (% of China GDP) 

Including 25% on additional $200bn of proposed tariffs (% of China GDP) 

 
Source: Richard Bernstein Advisors, LLC 
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respective product, vehicle, service or instrument, including the principal risk factors that might impact such a purchase or investment, and which should be 

reviewed carefully by any such investor before making the decision to invest. RBA information may include statements concerning financial market trends 

and/or individual stocks, and are based on current market conditions, which will fluctuate and may be superseded by subsequent market events or for other 

reasons. Historic market trends are not reliable indicators of actual future market behavior or future performance of any particular investment which may 

differ materially, and should not be relied upon as such. The investment strategy and broad themes discussed herein may be unsuitable for investors 

depending on their specific investment objectives and financial situation. Information contained in the material has been obtained from sources believed to 

be reliable, but not guaranteed. You should note that the materials are provided "as is" without any express or implied warranties. Past performance is not 

a guarantee of future results. All investments involve a degree of risk, including the risk of loss. No part of RBA’s materials may be reproduced in any form, 

or referred to in any other publication, without express written permission from RBA. Links to appearances and articles by Richard  Bernstein, whether in 

the press, on television or otherwise, are provided for informational purposes only and in no way should be considered a recommendation of any particular 

investment product, vehicle, service or instrument or the rendering of investment advice, which must always be evaluated by a prospective investor in 

consultation with his or her own financial adviser and in light of his or her own circumstances, including the investor's investment horizon, appetite for risk, 

and ability to withstand a potential loss of some or all of an investment's value. Investing is subject to market risks. Investors acknowledge and accept the 

potential loss of some or all of an investment's value. Views represented are subject to change at the sole discretion of Richard Bernstein Advisors LLC. 

Richard Bernstein Advisors LLC does not undertake to advise you of any changes in the views expressed herein. 
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